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could be shown that this was not true, and that the
Allies were prepared to deal with the rulers of
Russia, much of the moral force of this argument
would disappear. The allegations that the Allies
were against the people, and wanted to control their
affairs, provided the argument which enabled them
to raise armies. If, on the other hand, the Allies
could swallow their pride and the natural repulsion
which they felt for the Bolshevists, and see the
representatives of all organised groups in one place,
he thought it would bring about a marked reaction
against Bolshevism.
M. Clemenceau said that in principle he did not
favour conversation with the Bolshevists, not be-
cause they were criminals, but because we would
be raising them to our level by saying that they were
worthy of entering into conversation with us. The
Bolshevist danger was very great at the present
moment. It had invaded the Baltic provinces
and Poland, and that very morning they received
bad news regarding its spread to Buda-Pesth and
Vienna. Italy, also, was in danger. The danger
was probably greater there than in France. If
Bolshevism, after spreading to Germany, were to
traverse Austria and Hungary, and so reach Italy,
Europe would be faced with a very great danger.
Therefore, something must be done against Bolshev-
ism. When listening to the document presented bj
President Wilson that morning, he had been struck
by the cleverness with which the Bolshevists were
attempting to lay a trap for the Allies. When the
Bolshevists first came into power, a breach was made
with the Capitalist Governments on questions of
principle, but now they offered funds and concessions
as a basis for treating with them. He need not say
how valueless their promises were, but, if they were
listened to, the Bolshevists would go back to their